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The Federal Legislative Process

This presentation will provide a basic overview
of the federal legislative process.

Understanding the federal legislative process
will provide context for federal research
materials.
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The Federal Legislative Process

The chicf functon of Congress is making
faws.

Each Congress lasts twe years and
generally meets for fwo sessions.

The curren: Congress is the 1125
Cengress.
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The Bill is Drafted

A bill is the form used for most
legislation.

Legislation can be written by anyone.

Only a member of Congress can
introduce a bill.
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The Bill is Introduced

Bills can originale in either chamber, the House of
Representatives or the Senatz, exceplt that the
Cunstitution provides that bills for raising revenue
shall eriginate in the House.

By tradicon, general appropriation bills originate
in the House.

A bill ariginating in the llouse 1s designated “1LR”
followed by a number.

A bill originating in the Senate is designated "S”
followed by a number.

The Bill is Introduced

After the Chamber's Bill Clerk assigns the bill
number, generally the bill gets referred to
one or more committees.

The final decision to send a bill to one or
more committees is based upon the laws that
the bill would create or amend and on the
jurisdictions of the committees set by the
Chamber’s rules. [
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is in committee a number of things
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to seta resolution thet cutlines time limits for
mm the bill. This is done because the Houseis
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The first Chamber must then:
Mmlhﬂ ssernd Chamber's smecdnient snd send 1o the Frosident

If a conierence is requested, conferees from
both chambers are appeinted and a
committee is formed.

A resolution is negotiated between the two
versions of the bill and the compreomised
wversion is presented (o both Chambers. N

~ The conference committee drafis a

The President Signs the Bill

After receiving a bill passed by Congress the
President has 10 days, excluding Sundays and
Holidays to decide:

‘Stgn iUinta pebiiclaws

“Yeln the bill

Choos? DOt 10 take any action

H the President vetoes the bill ilis returned to
% accepls the velp ortriesto
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Additional Resources

Wm-ihfmmaﬁun on the mgim o
~ check out the House or Senate
rliamentarian's description of the legislati

http://thomas.locgov/home laws madehtml
LexisNexis Congressional,

Questions ?
ase ask us —We're here to

: lawrelaplaw stetson edu

$ 727-562-7821
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